FISHER CONSTRUCTION GROUP

Keeping Pace with Global Seafood Demand

Silver Bay Seafoods LLC is a processor of fish products
based in Sitka, Alaska. Born out of the vision of a group of
fishermen, Silver Bay’s integrated approach to catching
and processing fish for domestic and international
markets has seen tremendous growth. In less than ten
years of operation, the company has grown from a

single processing facility to one of the largest seafood
companies in Alaska, operating five processing facilities
throughout the state, with plans to begin processing
squid in California in the near future.

Working closely with Silver Bay, Fisher Construction
Group of Burlington, Washington is nearing completion
of a 64,679 sq. ft. processing plant with offices in Valdez,
Alaska. Breaking ground in April of 2015, the construction
crews worked 12-hour shifts through the summer to
close-in the building before the first snow arrived in
November. Once closed-in, crews worked through

the winter installing the fire, refrigeration, mechanical
systems, along with the equipment, so the facility is ready
to begin processing pink salmon in June.

The Valdez processing facility will operate during summer
fishing season, primarily processing pink salmon which
will then be sent companies for end-use processing.
Beyond the meat itself, this Silver Bay facility will process
salmon roe for wild salmon caviar, and recover fish oil from
the remaining solids.

With an eye towards maximum production during the
peak season, Fisher installed 1,760 feet of underground
supply lines to transfer fish from the tender boats to the
processing plant. The underground supply lines provided
multiple advantages: they are less prone to freezing and
didn't require overhead support systems.
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Designed to Meet Silver Bay'’s Specific Needs

To process a lot of fish quickly, the new Valdez facility
features a robust refrigeration system when measured
against typical food processing standards. Because the
city of Valdez was not able to allocate enough power

to meet Silver Bay’s needs, ten generators will support

the plant, delivering 7 Megawatts of power to run the
processing operations until the power grid is expanded.
The two freeze tunnels and a plate freezer can freeze up to
130,000 round pounds of salmon per hour.

A refrigerated salt water system (RSW) circulates chilled
water to the tanks, lowering the temperature of the fish
for processing as quickly as possible, maximizing the
quality of the product.

Built Clean

The highly automated facility meets food safety standards
and is designed to hold up to the tough rigor of daily
cleaning. A mezzanine was built to process and freeze the
salmon caviar. The mezzanine clean room has a sloped
epoxy floor and boxed girders to minimize the possibility
of cross-contamination and harborage of micro-
organisms.

It is Called ‘The Last Frontier’ for a Reason

Building in Alaska takes tremendous planning and
forethought. Before breaking ground on the processing
plant, Fisher built a three-story bunk house to house
the construction workers, and later plant employees, in
the small community on Prince William Sound whose
population is about 4,000 people.

The processing plant and bunkhouse are built to
withstand a winter snow-pack of up to 27 feet. From the
structural steel down to every tool and its replacement,
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all of the construction materials were carefully planned by _ .
the construction crew and packed in containers to make r.-f Fu n Fa CtS .

the 1,500 mile trip by barge from Seattle.

> Onion is Latin for “large
The building’s structural design dealt with the particular pearl”.
challenge of locating in an area very prone to earthquakes.
The Great Alaska Quake of 1964 caused severe damage > Biting down on a wooden
and loss of life throughout the region. Valdez itself was spoon while chopping an
relocated after the quake. Seismic engineering and onion will stop your eyes from
construction have made tremendous advancements in watering.
years since. For this plant, Fisher’s team drove 252 steel
piles in the substrate below the 10 inch structural slab and > Lettuce is a member of the
grade beams. sunflower family.

The processing plant is built with composite structural

steel, a standing seam roof and metal siding. The structure S
itself is designed to withstand the wind and snow loads '

that an Alaskan winter can dole out. For fire protection,

a dry sprinkler system was installed, making it possible

stand empty in the off season, and restart for seasonal

production.

The fifth Silver Bay processing plant in Alaska, this plant
will provide seasonal work for up to 350 people.

Success
enablers.

Embrace Technology, Transform Your Business.
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NORTHWEST FOOD PROCESSORS ASSOCIA TION

Northwest Food Processors Association
8338 NE Alderwood Road, Suite 160
Portland, OR 97220

Asecmbly

Registration Opens 6/1/16

The Riverside Golf & Country Club will host the golf tournament for NWFPA processor
and supplier members and their guests. Shotgun start will be at 12:30 pm, but check

in opens at 10 am so golfers can compete in the Chipping & Putting Contests. Anglers
will meet at the Holiday Inn to secure transportation if needed and travel to Beacon
Rock State Park located near Bonneville Dam, just 45 minutes from Portland to cast for
the largest fish. The reception and awards dinner will follow the tournament & fishing

Committee Meetings September 20, 2016
Holiday Inn | Portland Airport

Golf Tournament September 21, 2016
Riverside Country Club | Portland, Oregon

Fishing Derby September 21, 2016
Beacon Rock | Beacon Rock State Park

Sponsored by:
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derby inside the Riverside Clubhouse. For more information email Sarah at semerson@nwfpa.org. KAPSTONE






